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urin is a grear place o
visit. Turin when it's
warm and hosting a
miuzic wesk iz even
greater, Ooing o
Turin's Biscaretti Museum and being
allowed to play with a Disco Volante
Spyder is nothing less than sensa-
tional. And when we finished doing
ir, and headed off for a sun-drenched
lunch, we bumped into a display of
classic cars, the centmral feamre of
which was no less than the Alfa

Romeo Disco Volante coupel

machines has often managed to
evade even those who fancy them-
selves as Alfa Romeo experts.

It's over 50 years now since the
cars first appeared at a press launch
in Ocrober 1952, Relatively few of
the cars which became known as
"Discos”™ were ever built, and no one
really knows exactly how many
there were, Bodies went onto chassis
and came off again, sometimes to be
replaced with a different style of
body, sometimes to be re-built, and
some seemed o disappear altogeth-
ef-

sports car drivers and was rummag-
ing through their own “ca .
for a likely model to develop which
would also produce some good pub-
licity for the company. Anderloni
also contends that the “Disco”
emerged from an intemnal conflict
between some of the major plavers
at Alta ar the time, including Sata,
Colombo, and Chairman Gallo,
Colombo had been responsible
for the successful 158 and 159
Grand Prix car, but Wifredo Ricart
had pressed for the development of
2-lirer six cylinder engines, and it
was during Ricart’s time that Orazio

It’s over 50 years now since the Disco
Volante first appeared at a press launch
in October 1952.

For those of you who have never
managed to visit this beautiful and
sophisticated city—you simply
should! Turin is Carsville, Italian
style, home of the greats. The
Biscaretti Museum, or to give it its
proper  title, il Museo dell'
Automobile di Torine Carlo
Biscaretti Di FHuffis—an impressive
title and an impressive, though
under-stated, institution, and a bit
more about that later.

Alfa Ouwner was there to have a
close look ar one of the Ialian car
world's better-known icons, though
the true history of this line of

The sleek form which caused
the car o be dubbed the “Disco
Volante™ was seen at Monza for the
first time being tested by the great
Alfa rest driver, the late Consalvo
Sanesi. But where had the cars come
from and what were they meant o
do! Simon Moore, amongst others,
saw the birth of the Disco Yolante as
a natural progression following Alfa
Fomeo's ¢ from the Grand
Prix scene after winning its second
consecutive 'World Championship
in 1951. Carlo Bianchi Anderloni
argues that Alfa wanted to start
carering for the interests of amareur

Satta honed his own talents by
working on the 6C 2500
Competition Coupe of 1948, the
Freccia d'Oro, a 1948 6C 3000 pro-
rorype, and then the 1900 Berlinas
and Coupes which were Alfa's vol-
ume production unirts in the early
19505, These numerous threads led
o the use of a production-based
vehicle as the start of a new sports
car. While the shape of the design
departed from production lines as
the project grew, Satta's 1900 was
clearly a big part of the Disco
Volante. Budger restrictions meant a
number of parts would come from
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Rear view of chassis 00011 3-liter car at the Biscaretti Museum. Photo: Peler Colling

the 1900, though race enpineers
used the aluminum block and ress
hited cylinders o bocsr the
100 Bhp to 158 Bhp.

:
As we have s el ines =.||._| I

1900

these Pages, Alfa Bomeo has created
a lifetime's work in Irving (o |:|-_;:,|r|;
out which car was built when, who

whien, where
T:.|.||=|;1!1l.' |-|:.--.!|.|-. tion record of the
birst cars has always been h.'-|1',|_-|;||'|_'.=
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of a nightmare, and o make it
WS, sO00Me |"| |l!'||.' Lalls |‘-.||,'“:|:.|r:'.'
known as “DhHscos™ are
that at all!

Alfter the first appearance of the
4cylinder, 2-liter Spyder in Sanesi’s
hands, further Spyders appeared at
press launches and circuir resr ses-

T8 :.,,||i-.'

sions, some of the models being
clearly identified and
Thus, it was never entirely clear in
what order the five so-called real
Lhzeo Volantes were built. Sarta was
keen to try the 3-liter engine he was
developing. Testing ar Monza
proved how crude the wind runnel
work had been on the frsc cars, as,
in spite of the futuristic and slippery

SOMe ok,
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shape, the wail lifred on both the 2-
licer and 3-liver cars
extreme '-|"l.'|.'.|~. This was embarrass-
ing as the name Disco Volanpe
Flving Savcer—had erabbed world-
wide headlines in those heady days
of the early 1950s. The aerodynam-
ic problems caused the racing
department o do a voral re-think
about what kind of cars they wanred
to bring into sports car racing, and
subsequently, the cars which raced
were not really Discos ar all!

The cars are best distinguished
by using a combination of rype,
series number, and chassis number
Thus the very first Disco Volante
was DV 1900 C52 1359.000001. DV
1900 C51 was the type, 1900 speci-
fied the engine origins, "G
to competition, 52 o the vear, and
| 339 was an Alfa series number in
this case used only on rhe 2-liter
cars, with 00001 being the chassis
number. So this car was the original,
dramatic Spyder thar lives in the
Alfa Romeo Muscum ar Arese. This
has been a very active car and done
a number of Mille Miglia retros, Phil

NOT Ve
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Hill driving ar least once

Cne might expect the next car
ta be buile o be 00002 but that
would be wrong. A 3-lirer Spyder

was probably next out of the
Touring workshops, while 00002

was a slightly shorrer 2-liter car and
became known as the "slab-sided™ or
“flar” Disco, reflecting the fact that
early testing and driving led o
experiments with far less dramatic
body and wing bulges than the first
car. This car had an active competi-
tion career, and despite long-term
arguments about where it spent
some of its time, it now resides in
the French Marional Motor
Muscum, the h‘|'||||1'.'.|': Collection
Chassis 135900003 is also a 2-
liter car, but not a apyader but the
atorementioned COupe; a superd and
beautiful machine which benefited
from further eSS,
though it soon became clear it was
not going to be a competitive race-
car. This the
machine we stumbled across unat-
tended sicting in a Turin BUEATE.
Boch 00001 and 00003 have had

aerodyvnamic

coupe 15 indeed



substancial use as publicity vehicles
by Alfa Romeo worldwide

The car we went to have o close
look at is the Biscaretti car, another
well known Spyder, having been on
long-term loan from Alfa Romeo.
But this car i a G-cylinder, 3-luer
Spyder, and iz the car thar Sanesi
pested hardest of all ar Monea, and
was the working basiz for the mcing
coupes which followed. This car is
6 3000CM 136100011, Ic is by
Appearance a Dhsce Violanoe bat it is
by series a 60 3000CM, indicating
the number of eyvlinders, the 3-liver
engine and CM standing  for
Lomperizione Mappiorata (or com-
petition and enlarged). To add o
the confusion, this should mean
thar 00011 has a 3.5-liter engine as
thar iz what went into the racing
cars for 1953, and some ;T-.'-;"ll: have
even ventured thar ir is a 3.5 bur it
sn't. It has the 3-liter G-cylinder
unir thiar Sarca worked on from 1948
and reduced ro 2-liters and 4-cylin-
ders for 00001, 00002, and 00003

[he late Ben Hendricks, famed
Alfa expert and serious Disco inves-
tigator, rried o spell our when a
Disco is or isn't a Disco. He arguecs
that the first specimen had a 4-
cylinder engine and was a 190052,
It received the series number 1359
and the chassis number 00001 as we
have said. The tao other “speci-
mens” were however equipped with
6 cylinder units and received the
serics niumber 131 and chassis num:
bers .00011, the Biscaretti car, and
L0012, The serics number 1361
belongs to the 60 J000CM. The 2-
liter 4-cylinder is therefore a “real”
Disco a2 well as a 1900 52, while
the 3-liter f-cvlinders are Discos bur
are 6C J000CMs, The final car in
the original Disco shape is listed in
the existing reconds as 00012, but it
is also lizted as “unknown” or dis-
mantled, or bath, It mav have been
the car that some thought o be
0002, ir may have been rebodied,
LAl el r.|'|1pe'|.::.

In 1953, Alfa launched the cars
to contest the major sports car races
|'-I'||"u._' VEAr; four coupses and a :':]1',.'.Jrr
and called them the 6O J000CM,

'u.|1|-.'||. Wils -.II:' COURseE WTong |"-.'l.'.1l.l:11.'
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Another view of the 2-liter coupe in 1

This s the 1053 Mille Miglia car of Kling®lenk, the 6C3000CM with chassis mamber JIN25,
Phado: Alla Romeo

8953. Photo: Alfa Romeao
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f The 1887 Mille Miglia Retro, chassis 00127, Photo: Ed McDonough Collection

they had 3.5-liter engines, but there
vou are! These cars went on oo fame
though not success in the Mille
Miglia and Le Mans and Fangio
wrobe himself further into history by
running the last 200 miles of the
Mille Miglia wicth a broken steering
arm and only had steering on one
tront wheel, burt he still inished sec-
ond. Fangio scored the ypes only
victory with a win in the Spyder in
late 1953, Bur these cars were not
Chsco Volantes by series, chassis, or
intention, though in facr rhey
FEMmarn |||||I_'I.|.I'.Il."| IR SRR IILTY A%
exactly that! Bur we will perhaps
come back o the competition Cars
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This i th 2-liter chassis 00002 known as the “slab-sided Disco™ which reskdes in
Fremch Mational Motor Mussum. Pholo: Ed McDonowgh

=& inoa laver ssue

the Here in Turim, we had the free-
dom of 00011, wich itz clagic Dheco
styling and swooping lines, the big
sind potent six cylinder engine,
capable of some of the most ear
splitting ver lovely sounds. Thank
you, Signor Biscaretti

[T T I LT RTET]

The Biscaretti Muscum

Roberto Biscaretti di Rutha was
an early Italian motoring pioneer
and proposed the idea of a full scale
motor museum in 1932, Biscarerti’s
son Uarlo started collecting for the
museumn which opened with a few
rooms in 1939, Afcer the war, during
which much of the collection was
damaged and records lost, the
Iralian motor industry supported the
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establishment of a permanent site
which was opened in 1959, just after
Carlo® death, and ARy of his illus-
trations of the history of Fiar line
the walls.

'\jn'.,' I.'I.'. 1I'|1.' I'\'l".IIITIl'.';- 'al’. r.hlh
museum i that it is one of the few
that were actually designed o be a
motor muscum, and thus the 160-
plus cars and innumerable other dis-
plays have plenty of space, and huge
witwdows make it one af the [iph[t‘ﬂ
of all museums. It rarely feels crowd-
ed and the atmosphere is always cor-
dial, Direcror Duilio Falciome is
immensely welcoming and friendly,
assisting with access to the archives
on request, and generally creating a
wonse af the visitor being wanted,
not always the feeling 1 get in muse-

ums! When 1 said | was doing a
piece of research on the Alfa 158
and needed a close serutiny, a book
of tools arrived and | was left 1o get
on with it

The cars represent a wide range
of European road and race vehicles,
the oldest being the French Cugnot
rractor from 1769, bur there are
great Fiats and Darracgs, ltalas and
Alfas, and many cars are partially
dismantled to allow the visitor a
lock ar the insides, a superb idea.
My favorites include the modified
Alta 17, the Monaco-Trossi,
the Ferrard 300 from 1932 in
which Ascari the World
Championship, the Lancia [D-24
and the fabulous and original Lancia
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Fangio wrote himself further into history by run-
ning the last 200 miles of the Mille Miglia with a
broken steering arm and only had steering on one
front wheel...but he still finished second.




